Obadiah
Consequences of Independence From God

Psalm 139:7-10 NKJV

/ Where can | go from Your Spirit?

Or where can | flee from Your presence?

8 If | ascend into heaven, You are there;

It | make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.

O If | take the wings of the morning,
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

10 Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand
shall hold me.




(Genesis 15:39-34 — NKJV) Esau Despises His Birthright

Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and
ne was weary. And Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed me with
that same red stew, for | am weary.” Therefore his name was

called Edom. But Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright as of this
day.” And Esau said, “Look, | am about to die; so what is this
birthright to me?” Then Jacob said, “Swear to me as of this

day.” So he swore to

nim, and sold his birthright to Jacob. And

Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and
drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised his

birthright.



The name Edom means “red or sunburned.” ... The
sunburned man in Scripture is the man who could not
absorb the light of heaven, and it burned him. My friend,
the light of heaven will either save you or burn you. You
will either absorb it, or you will be burned by it.

J. Vernon McGee
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(Obadiah — NKJV) The Coming Judgment on Edom
1 The vision of Obadiah.

hus says the Lord GOD concerning Edom

(We have heard a report from the LORD,

And a messenger has been sent among the nations, saying,
“Arise, and let us rise up against her for battle”):

2 “Behold, | will make you small among the nations;

You shall be greatly despised.



3 The pride of your heart has deceived you,
You who dwell in the clefts of the rock,
Whose habitation is high;

You who say in your heart, “‘Who will bring me down to the
ground?’

4 Though you ascend as high as the eagle,
And though you set your nest among the stars,

From there | will bring you down,” says the LORD.



5 “If thieves had come to you,

It robbers by night—

Oh, how you will be cut off! —

Would they not have stolen till they had enough?
It grape-gatherers had come to you,

Would they not have left some gleanings?



6 “Oh, how Esau shall be searched out!

How his hidden treasures shall be sought after!

7 All the men in your confederacy

Shall force you to the border;

The men at peace with you

Shall deceive you and prevail against you.

Those who eat your bread shall lay a trap for you.

No one is aware of it.



8 “Will | not in that day,” says the LORD,

“Even destroy the wise men from Edom,

And understanding from the mountains of Esau?

9 Then your mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed,
To the end that everyone from the mountains of Esau

May be cut off by slaughter.



Edom Mistreated His Brother

10 “For violence against your brother Jacob,
Shame shall cover you,

And you shall be cut off forever.

11 In the day that you stood on the other side—
In the day that strangers carried captive his forces,
When foreigners entered his gates

And cast lots for Jerusalem—

FEven you were as one of them.



12 “But you should not have gazed on the day of your
brother

In the day of his captivity;

Nor should you have rejoiced over the children of Judah
In the day of their destruction;

Nor should you have spoken proudly

In the day of distress.



13 You should not have entered the gate of My people
In the day of their calamity.

Indeed, you should not have gazed on their affliction
In the day of their calamity,

Nor laid hands on their substance



14 You should not have stood at the crossroads
To cut off those among them who escaped;

Nor should you have delivered up those among them who
remained

In the day of distress.
15 “For the day of the LORD upon all the nations is near;
As you have done, it shall be done to you;

Your reprisal shall return upon your own head.



16 For as you drank on My holy mountain,
So shall all the nations drink continually;
Yes, they shall drink, and swallow,

And they shall be as though they had never been.



Israel’s Final Triumph

17 “But on Mount Zion there shall be deliverance,
And there shall be holiness;:

The house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.



18 The house of Jacob shall be a fire,
And the house of Joseph a flame;

But the house of Esau shall be stubble;
They shall kindle them and devour them,

And no survivor shall remain of the house of Esau,”

For the LORD has spoken.



19 The South shall possess the mountains of Esau,
And the Lowland shall possess Philistia.

They shall possess the fields of Ephraim

And the fields of Samaria.

Benjamin shall possess Gilead.



20 And the captives of this host of the children of Israel
Shall possess the land of the Canaanites

As far as Zarephath.

The captives of Jerusalem who are in Sepharad

Shall possess the cities of the South.



21 Then saviors shall come to Mount Zion

To judge the mountains of Esau,

And the kingdom shall be the LORD’s.



Proverbs 6:16-19 NKJV
These six things the LORD hates,

Yes, seven are an abomination to Him:
A proud ook,

A lying tongue,

Hands that shed innocent blood,

A heart that devises wicked plans,
Feet that are swift in running to evil,
A false witness who speaks lies,

And one who sows discord among brethren.



St. Augustine on Pride

't was Pride that changed angels into devils; it is humility
that makes men as angels. - St. Augustine



C. S. Lewis on Pride

There is one vice of which no man in the world is free;
which everyone in the world loathes when he sees it in
someone else and of which hardly any people, except
Christians, ever imagine that they are guilty themselves.
There is no fault which makes a man more unpopular, and
no fault which we are more unconscious of in ourselves.

And the more we have it ourselves, the more we dislike it
in others.



According to Christian teachers, the essential vice, the

utmost evil, is Pride. Unchastity, anger, greed,
drunkenness, and all that, are mere fleabites in
comparison. It was through pride that the Devil became

the Devil: Pride leads to every other vice. It is the

complete anti-God state of mind.

— C. S. Lewis



Romans 3:9
What then? Are we better than they? Not at all.
Romans 3:27

Where is boasting then? Itis excluded. By what law? Of
works? No, but by the [aw of faith.



Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out
of having more of it than the next man. We say that
people are proud of being rich, or clever, or good-looking,
but they are not. They are proud of being richer, or
cleverer, or better-looking than others. If someone else
became equally rich, or clever, or good-looking there
would be nothing to be proud about. It is the comparison
that makes you proud: the pleasure of being above the

rest. — C. S. Lewis



Take it with money. Greed will certainly make a man want
money, for the sake of a better house, better holidays,
better things to eat and drink. But only up to a point.
What is it that makes a man with $125,000 a year anxious
to get $250,000 a year? It is not the greed for more
pleasure. $125,000 will give all the luxuries that any man
can really enjoy. It is Pride—the wish to be richer than

some other rich man, and (still more) the wish for power.
— C. S. Lewis



If | am a proud man, then as long as there in one man in
the whole world more powerful, or richer or cleverer than

|, he is my rival and my enemy.

—C. S. Lewis



"There are two kinds of people: those who say to God,
'Thy will be done," and those to whom God says, 'All right,

then, have it your way.”

— C. S. Lewis, The Great Divorce



In God you come up against something which is in every
respect immeasurably superior to yourself. Unless you
know God as that—and, therefore, know yourself as

nothing in comparison—you do not know God at all.

As long as you are proud you cannot know God. A proud
man is always looking down on things and people: and, of
course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see
something that is above you.



That raises a terrible question. How is it that people who
are gquite obviously eaten up with pride can say they
believe in God and appear to themselves very religious? |
am afraid it means they are worshiping an imaginary God.
They theoretically admit themselves to be nothing in the
oresence of this phantom God, but are really all the time
imagining how He approves of them and thinks them far
better than ordinary people: that is, they pay a
pennyworth of imaginary humility to Him and get out of it
a pound's worth of pride towards their fellow-men.



| suppose it was of those people Christ was thinking when
He said that some would preach about Him and cast out
devils in His name, only to be told at the end of the world

that He had never known them. And any of us may at any

moment be in this death-trap.

- C. S. Lewis



eachers, in fact, often appeal to a boy's pride, or, as they call
it, his self-respect, to make him behave decently. Many a man
nas overcome cowardice, or lust, or ill-temper, by learning to
think that they are beneath his dignity—that is, by pride. The
Devil laughs. He is perfectly content to see you becoming
chaste and brave and self-controlled...provided, all the time, he
s setting up in you the Dictatorship of Pride—just as he would
e quite content to see your sores and blisters cured if he was
allowed, in return, to give you cancer. For pride is spiritual

cancer: it eats up the very possibility of love, or contentment,
or even common sense. - C. S. Lewis




The real black, diabolical pride, comes when you look down on
others so much that you do not care what they think of you. Of
course, it is very right, and often our duty, not to care what
neople think of us, it we do so for the right reason; namely,
necause we care so incomparably more what God thinks.

But the proud man has a different reason for not caring. He
says ...All | have done has been done to satisty my own ideals—
or my artistic conscience—or the traditions of my family—or, in
a word, because I'm That Kind of Chap. If the mob like it, let
them. They're nothing to me."" - C. S. Lewis




Philippians 2:3 (NKJV)

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better
than himself.



How well do | remember,

' Twas in the bleak December

As | was strolling down the street in manly pride,
When my heart began to flutter

And | fell into a gutter,

And a pig came up and lay down by my side.

As | lay there in the gutter,

My heart still all a—flutter,

A man passing by did chance to say,

"You can tell a man that boozes

By the company he chooses,"
And the pig got up and slowly walked away. —Unknown




Obadiah 21 NLT

Those who have been rescued will go up to Mount Zion in Jerusalem

to rule over the mountains of Edom.
And the LORD himself will be king!”
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A Humble Person

"a cheerful, intelligent chap who took a real interest in
what you said to him. If you do dislike him it will be
because you feel a little envious of anyone who seems to
enjoy life so easily. He will not be thinking about humility:
he will not be thinking about himself at all." - C. S. Lewis
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