
    

The Church from Acts The Church from Acts 
to Present to Present 



  

““What we will attempt to What we will attempt to 
do.....2014 years in 26 min.”do.....2014 years in 26 min.”



  

““77.46 years a minute or 77.46 years a minute or 
covering a speed of 28,292 covering a speed of 28,292 

days every minute.”days every minute.”



  

““earth is traveling 47.7 million earth is traveling 47.7 million 
miles per day or 83.1 million miles per day or 83.1 million 

kilometers per day!”kilometers per day!”



  

““we will be traveling 13,495,28 we will be traveling 13,495,28 
miles per/ minute. (13 trillion, 495 miles per/ minute. (13 trillion, 495 

billion, 28 million miles per billion, 28 million miles per 
minute...) !”minute...) !”



    

We could think that we are going We could think that we are going 
fast!fast!

    But in fact...it doesn't seem 
fast....that is my goal today...so 
sit back and enjoy!



    

Church History (His Story) 101Church History (His Story) 101

      We must remember not only We must remember not only 
are we traveling fast, but we are we traveling fast, but we 
are traveling with blinders are traveling with blinders 
on.....horses have blinders so on.....horses have blinders so 
that they are not that they are not 
distracted....and when we are distracted....and when we are 
attempting to put into attempting to put into 
perspective the history of the perspective the history of the 
church...we need to remember church...we need to remember 
that we will absolutely not that we will absolutely not 
cover most of what cover most of what 
happened...we will have to use happened...we will have to use 
broad strokes....we cannot broad strokes....we cannot 
hope to include all the hope to include all the 
wars...disasters....plagues wars...disasters....plagues 
deaths....and famous deaths....and famous 
persons....persons....



    

Church History (His Story) 101Church History (His Story) 101
The story of Jesus....you cannot tell the story of The story of Jesus....you cannot tell the story of 
the church until you tell the story of Jesus..the church until you tell the story of Jesus..



    

Church History (His Story) 101Church History (His Story) 101

   “   “Therefore take heed to Therefore take heed to 
yourselves and to all the yourselves and to all the 
flock, among which the Holy flock, among which the Holy 
Spirit has made you Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the overseers, to shepherd the 
church of God which He  church of God which He  
purchased with His own purchased with His own 
blood. For I know this, that blood. For I know this, that 
after my departure savage after my departure savage 
wolves will come in among wolves will come in among 
you, not sparing the flock. you, not sparing the flock. 
Also from among yourselves Also from among yourselves 
men will rise up, speaking men will rise up, speaking 
perverse things, to draw perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after away the disciples after 
themselves. Therefore themselves. Therefore 
watch, and remember that watch, and remember that 
for three years I did not for three years I did not 
cease to warn everyone cease to warn everyone 
night and day with tears.” night and day with tears.” 
Acts 20:28-31Acts 20:28-31



    

Persecution under Nero- Persecution under Nero- 
            "Rev. 2:8-11-And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, 'These things says "Rev. 2:8-11-And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, 'These things says 

the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life:the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life:   "I know your works, "I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those 
who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.   Do not fear Do not fear 
any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have 
tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.life.  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He 
who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death." who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death." 



    

Constantine- 325 ADConstantine- 325 AD
            Emperor ConstantineEmperor Constantine became sole emperor. His purpose, however, of  became sole emperor. His purpose, however, of 

abolishing the ancient religion of the Romans, and of tolerating only abolishing the ancient religion of the Romans, and of tolerating only 
the Christian religion, he did not disclose till a little before his death, the Christian religion, he did not disclose till a little before his death, 
when he published his edicts for pulling down the pagan temples and when he published his edicts for pulling down the pagan temples and 
abolishing  the sacrifices. The sign of the cross, which Constantine abolishing  the sacrifices. The sign of the cross, which Constantine 
most solemnly affirmed he saw in the heavens, near midday with the most solemnly affirmed he saw in the heavens, near midday with the 
inscription, In hoc signo vinces ("By this sign thou shalt conquer") inscription, In hoc signo vinces ("By this sign thou shalt conquer") 



    

Constantine- 325 ADConstantine- 325 AD
            Emperor ConstantineEmperor Constantine began the job of integrating “The Kingdom of  began the job of integrating “The Kingdom of 

God on earth....'Thy Kingdom come”....it was a time of the thought that God on earth....'Thy Kingdom come”....it was a time of the thought that 
the King and organized church was doing what King David and the King and organized church was doing what King David and 
Solomon and all those godly kings did...rule with the church being the Solomon and all those godly kings did...rule with the church being the 
prophetic voice.....prophetic voice.....



    

632 AD. -Conquest by Islam632 AD. -Conquest by Islam
      IIn 613 AD, Muhammad began declaring that he was n 613 AD, Muhammad began declaring that he was 

receiving messages from God, that he was a prophet in receiving messages from God, that he was a prophet in 
the same line of prophets as Jesus and Moses. At first the the same line of prophets as Jesus and Moses. At first the 
Pagan Arabs were tolerant and even curious about this Pagan Arabs were tolerant and even curious about this 
new "prophet". It was not until Muhammad began new "prophet". It was not until Muhammad began 
insulting the traditional Pagan deities and insisting that insulting the traditional Pagan deities and insisting that 
the Pagan Arabs and their ancestors will burn in hell for the Pagan Arabs and their ancestors will burn in hell for 
eternity for worshipping false gods that they began to eternity for worshipping false gods that they began to 
regard Muhammad and his followers with disdain. (Ibn regard Muhammad and his followers with disdain. (Ibn 
Ishaq pg. 167) The Pagan Arabs placed a trade embargo Ishaq pg. 167) The Pagan Arabs placed a trade embargo 
on them, ridiculed Muhammad in public, and some of the on them, ridiculed Muhammad in public, and some of the 
slaves that had begun to follow Muhammad were beaten slaves that had begun to follow Muhammad were beaten 
by their Pagan masters. To escape this persecution, by their Pagan masters. To escape this persecution, 
Muhammad and his followers fled from Mecca to Medina in Muhammad and his followers fled from Mecca to Medina in 
622 AD, where they were welcomed by the local Pagan 622 AD, where they were welcomed by the local Pagan 
and Jewish tribes there. and Jewish tribes there. 



    

632 AD. -Conquest by Islam632 AD. -Conquest by Islam
        

        This conquest of the lands was accomplished This conquest of the lands was accomplished 
much by force. This army moved forward and much by force. This army moved forward and 
used the system of forced conversion....only used the system of forced conversion....only 
those who confessed in Allah were permitted those who confessed in Allah were permitted 
to live. Thus this conquest was more than just to live. Thus this conquest was more than just 
about lands...it was also about installing a about lands...it was also about installing a 
new system of worship. By 750 AD the entire new system of worship. By 750 AD the entire 
Mediterranean basin was under Islamic rule. Mediterranean basin was under Islamic rule. 



    

800 AD- Pope Leo X crowns Charlemagne800 AD- Pope Leo X crowns Charlemagne

            Mt. 16:18-19 best explanation is that the church will be built, not Mt. 16:18-19 best explanation is that the church will be built, not 
on an ecclesiastical position, but on Peter’s confession regarding on an ecclesiastical position, but on Peter’s confession regarding 
Christ’s divinity. Christ’s divinity. ““He said to them, "But who do you say that I He said to them, "But who do you say that I 
am?"am?"  Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God."of the living God."  Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are 
you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but My Father who is in heaven.you, but My Father who is in heaven.  And I also say to you that And I also say to you that 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.  And I will give you the And I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven."loosed in heaven."



    

1095 Rise of Monasticism-1095 Rise of Monasticism-

          RRoman Catholic Church experienced a reformation through oman Catholic Church experienced a reformation through 
monasticism. This was the time of the Crusades, beginning in 1095 monasticism. This was the time of the Crusades, beginning in 1095 
and lasting for several centuries. As a response to the rise of the and lasting for several centuries. As a response to the rise of the 
"bourgeoisie" or the city people with money who were involved in "bourgeoisie" or the city people with money who were involved in 
commerce, cities grew, and new monastic orders arose. The most commerce, cities grew, and new monastic orders arose. The most 
important were the Franciscans and Dominicans. They supported important were the Franciscans and Dominicans. They supported 
themselves through begging. They brought about a new themselves through begging. They brought about a new 
awakening in missionary work and penetrated the universities awakening in missionary work and penetrated the universities 
where they were the leaders of "scholastic" theology. Important where they were the leaders of "scholastic" theology. Important 
figures were Bonaventure (Franciscan) and Thomas Aquinas figures were Bonaventure (Franciscan) and Thomas Aquinas 
(Dominican). (Dominican). 



    

1096 AD -1204 The Schism and the Crusades1096 AD -1204 The Schism and the Crusades

          This crisis led to the separation between the Eastern This crisis led to the separation between the Eastern 
and Western churches and is referred to as the Great and Western churches and is referred to as the Great 
Schism of 1054. The Christian Church split along Schism of 1054. The Christian Church split along 
doctrinal, theological, linguistic, political, and doctrinal, theological, linguistic, political, and 
geographic lines. The split, the Great Schism of geographic lines. The split, the Great Schism of 
1054, led to the development of the modern Roman 1054, led to the development of the modern Roman 
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches. Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches. 
Meanwhile....several Crusades were held to attempt Meanwhile....several Crusades were held to attempt 
to secure freedom from Islamic Rule over Jerusalem. to secure freedom from Islamic Rule over Jerusalem. 



    

1096 AD -1204 The Schism and the Crusades1096 AD -1204 The Schism and the Crusades

          This crisis led to the separation between the Eastern This crisis led to the separation between the Eastern 
and Western churches and is referred to as the Great and Western churches and is referred to as the Great 
Schism of 1054. The Christian Church split along Schism of 1054. The Christian Church split along 
doctrinal, theological, linguistic, political, and doctrinal, theological, linguistic, political, and 
geographic lines. The split, the Great Schism of geographic lines. The split, the Great Schism of 
1054, led to the development of the modern Roman 1054, led to the development of the modern Roman 
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches. Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches. 
Meanwhile....several Crusades were held to attempt Meanwhile....several Crusades were held to attempt 
to secure freedom from Islamic Rule over Jerusalem. to secure freedom from Islamic Rule over Jerusalem. 



    

1096 AD -1204 The Schism and the 1096 AD -1204 The Schism and the 
Crusades (2)Crusades (2)



    

1096 AD -1204 The Schism and the 1096 AD -1204 The Schism and the 
Crusades (2)Crusades (2)



    

1380-1600 AD- Rise of Protestantism (1)1380-1600 AD- Rise of Protestantism (1)

            Two important events took place in history that Two important events took place in history that 
greatly affected the Roman Catholic Church. They greatly affected the Roman Catholic Church. They 
were the "discovery" and conquest of the Americas were the "discovery" and conquest of the Americas 
and the Protestant Reformation. The Roman and the Protestant Reformation. The Roman 
Catholic Church underwent a renewal called, the Catholic Church underwent a renewal called, the 
"Counter-Reformation. The first of the great "Counter-Reformation. The first of the great 
Reformers was John Wycliffe" Reformers was John Wycliffe" 



    

1453-1600 AD- Rise of Protestantism (1)1453-1600 AD- Rise of Protestantism (1)

With the help of his followers, called the Lollards, and his assistant With the help of his followers, called the Lollards, and his assistant 
Purvey, and many other faithful scribes, Wycliffe produced dozens of Purvey, and many other faithful scribes, Wycliffe produced dozens of 
English language manuscript copies of the scriptures. They were English language manuscript copies of the scriptures. They were 
translated out of the Latin Vulgate, which was the only source text translated out of the Latin Vulgate, which was the only source text 
available to Wycliffe. The Pope was so infuriated by his teachings and available to Wycliffe. The Pope was so infuriated by his teachings and 
his translation of the Bible into English, that 44 years after Wycliffe his translation of the Bible into English, that 44 years after Wycliffe 
had died, he ordered the bones to be dug-up, crushed, and scattered had died, he ordered the bones to be dug-up, crushed, and scattered 
in the river!in the river!



    

1453-1600 AD- Rise of Protestantism (2)1453-1600 AD- Rise of Protestantism (2)

            From 1453 to 1600, two important events took From 1453 to 1600, two important events took 
place in history that greatly affected the Roman place in history that greatly affected the Roman 
Catholic Church. They were the "discovery" and Catholic Church. They were the "discovery" and 
conquest of the Americas and the Protestant conquest of the Americas and the Protestant 
Reformation. The Roman Catholic Church Reformation. The Roman Catholic Church 
underwent a renewal called, the "Counter-underwent a renewal called, the "Counter-
Reformation. The second of the Reformers was Reformation. The second of the Reformers was 
John Huss" John Huss" 



    

1453-1600 AD- Rise of Protestantism (2)1453-1600 AD- Rise of Protestantism (2)

          The Council of Constance was convened in 1414, The Council of Constance was convened in 1414, 
and he was summoned before it, to answer to the and he was summoned before it, to answer to the 
charges brought against him, having been charges brought against him, having been 
promised the safe conduct, or passport of the promised the safe conduct, or passport of the 
Emperor Sigismond. But the Emperor proved false Emperor Sigismond. But the Emperor proved false 
to his word, and the council was determined to to his word, and the council was determined to 
condemn him. He was declared a heretic, given the condemn him. He was declared a heretic, given the 
opportunity to recant and sentenced to be burned opportunity to recant and sentenced to be burned 
at the stake. On the 6th day of July, 1415, he was at the stake. On the 6th day of July, 1415, he was 
led forth and burned at the stake.led forth and burned at the stake.

" " 



    

1517 AD Martin Luther- Protestant Reformation1517 AD Martin Luther- Protestant Reformation

Martin Luther lived a life as a monk, but was constantly plagued with Martin Luther lived a life as a monk, but was constantly plagued with 
fear of death. Then following a trip to Rome where he saw the folly of fear of death. Then following a trip to Rome where he saw the folly of 
trusting in religious works, He prayed and asked God to speak to him. trusting in religious works, He prayed and asked God to speak to him. 
Romans 1:16-17Romans 1:16-17 ““For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it 
is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the 
Jew first and also for the Greek.Jew first and also for the Greek.17 17 For in it the righteousness of God is For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by 
faith." faith."   



    

1517 AD Martin Luther- Protestant Reformation1517 AD Martin Luther- Protestant Reformation

            Martin Luther nailed his famous 95 Theses of Contention (a list of Martin Luther nailed his famous 95 Theses of Contention (a list of 
95 issues of heretical theology and crimes of the Roman Catholic 95 issues of heretical theology and crimes of the Roman Catholic 
Church) into the church door at Wittenberg. The prophecy of Hus Church) into the church door at Wittenberg. The prophecy of Hus 
had come true! Martin Luther went on to be  the first person to had come true! Martin Luther went on to be  the first person to 
translate and publish the Bible in the commonly-spoken dialect of translate and publish the Bible in the commonly-spoken dialect of 
the German people; a translation more appealing than previous the German people; a translation more appealing than previous 
German Biblical translations.  Foxe’s Book of Martyrs records that German Biblical translations.  Foxe’s Book of Martyrs records that 
in that same year, 1517, seven people were burned at the stake in that same year, 1517, seven people were burned at the stake 
by the Roman Catholic Church for the crime of teaching their by the Roman Catholic Church for the crime of teaching their 
children to say the Lord’s Prayer in English rather than Latin. children to say the Lord’s Prayer in English rather than Latin. 



  

1450 AD. The Printing Press-1450 AD. The Printing Press-



  

1450 AD. The Printing Press-(2)1450 AD. The Printing Press-(2)



  

1714-1770 AD1714-1770 AD



  

-1776 AD-1776 AD



  

1820's- The Rise of the Plymouth Brethren Assembly 1820's- The Rise of the Plymouth Brethren Assembly 



  

1820's- The Rise of the Plymouth Brethren Assembly 1820's- The Rise of the Plymouth Brethren Assembly 



  

1830-70's- The Rise of the DL Moody1830-70's- The Rise of the DL Moody



  

1830-70's- The Rise of the DL Moody1830-70's- The Rise of the DL Moody



  

1963- BFA starts1963- BFA starts



  

1974-New Building, former 1974-New Building, former 
TTCSTTCS



  

The Church-a field, a building, a bride!The Church-a field, a building, a bride!



    

Growth of BFAGrowth of BFA

      When the church is on fire...the whole city will come to watch it When the church is on fire...the whole city will come to watch it 
burn! burn! 

        
        



  



  

The Priority of the CrossThe Priority of the Cross



  

““Teamwork” -Teamwork” -(we are not an island)(we are not an island)
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