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The Kingdoms’ Fall
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Making Choices
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The Choices

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction.  For I 
command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep 
his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD 
your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.  But if your heart 
turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to 
other gods and worship them, I declare to you this day that you will certainly be 
destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter 
and possess.  This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I 
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that 
you and your children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen 
to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you 
many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.
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Manasseh

2 Chronicles 33:9,10

2 Kings 21:10-14
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Is this the end of the story?
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The choices of the people and the king

Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “This is what the LORD God Almighty, the 
God of Israel, says: ‘If you surrender to the officers of the king of Babylon, 
your life will be spared and this city will not be burned down; you and your 
family will live.  But if you will not surrender to the officers of the king of 
Babylon, this city will be handed over to the Babylonians and they will burn it 
down; you yourself will not escape from their hands.’”!

Jeremiah 38:17,18

Furthermore, tell the people, ‘This is what the LORD says: See, I am setting 
before you the way of life and the way of death.  Whoever stays in this city 
will die by the sword, famine or plague. But whoever goes out and surrenders 
to the Babylonians who are besieging you will live; he will escape with his life.

Jeremiah 21:8,9
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Zedekiah’s capture
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Our Choices
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For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not 
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  This is the verdict: Light 
has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because 
their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not 
come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  But whoever lives 
by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he 
has done has been done through God.

John 3:17-21
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More choices
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Finding the Way

The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with 
the house of Judah.!
This is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put 
my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will 
be their God, and they will be my people.

Jeremiah 31:31,33

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I 
will remove from you your heart of stone and give you 
a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit in you and 
move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep 
my laws.

Ezekiel 36:26
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shrink back

live by faith

Hebrews 10

way of death

way of life
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Finding the Way
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Psalm 16:11

You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy 
in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.
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